[Heart involvement and pulmonary arterial hypertension in patients with systemic sclerosis].
In patients with systemic sclerosis heart involvement is often manifest, associated with poor prognosis and increased mortality. Cardiac involvement may be manifested by myocardial disease, arrhhythmias, conduction system disturbances, pericardial abnormalities and right heart failure, which develops as a complication of pulmonary arterial hypertension and significantly influences the disease progression. Pulmonary arterial hypertension is a severe and progressive disease with significant morbidity and mortality, being more often diagnosed. Diagnostic methods in evaluation of heart involvement as well as pulmonary arterial hypertension are presented. Today's treatment modalities are discussed.